
February 24, 2012

1

S
K

Y
L

IN
E

 T
R

IB
U

N
E

Skyline High School      Dallas ISD    7777 Forney Road      Dallas, TX     75227    972.502.3400    Issue 4     Vol. 41      Feb. 24, 2012     50 cents  

S k y l i n e

TRIBUNETRIBUNE

>>by Carolina Herrera 2012 
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Science cluster students 
dominate competition

Science Fair winners, backed by science teacher Kamilah Crouch and   
counselor Dianne Williams display their trophy in the senior cafeteria.  
Photo by N. Ramirez

   Science cluster students as well 
as a handful of Kamilah Crouch’s 
anatomy and physiology students 
competed at the DISD district-wide 
Science and Engineering Fair 
on Jan. 28. The competition took 
place at UT-Southwestern Medical 
Center and featured all the hard 
work that students put into their 
projects.
   Students from Adamson, Wood-
row Wilson, Irma Lerma Ran-
gel, Pinkston, and Molina also 
competed. Skyline had the most 
students compete, with more than 
40 students competing individually, 
and more than 20 competing on 
teams.
   Forty-six students brought 
trophies and medals back to the 
campus.
   “I worked for four months on my 
project, so I was really happy when 
I won,” senior and first place win-
ner Heisy Servellon said. “My hard 
work really paid off.”

   The categories at the science fair 
included animal science, behav-
ioral science, biochemistry, cellular 
and molecular biology, chemistry, 
engineering, environmental sci-
ence, medicine and health, micro-
biology, and physics.
    Freshman First place winners 
included  Kevin Shoumbert, Brenda 
Garay, Cer Martin, Karina Murillo, 
David Martinez, and Janette Cam-
pos to name a few.
   On the senior side, Rose Kimball 
placed second in the chemistry 
division and Heisy Servellon placed 
first in the microbiology division for 
individual titles.
  Some of the teams that placed 
included seniors Selina Gomez, Te-
resa Contreras, and Yuliana Mon-
tealvo who placed second for their 
team project. Abieyuwa Ogiamien 
and Fernando Arriaga won first with 
their teamwork.
   “The science fair was fun, and 
with no other competition we pretty 
much won by default,” senior Ab-
ieyuwa Ogiamen said. “We repre-
sented really well, and the Skyline 

students were called up many 
times to receive awards.”
   The science fair is a way of dis-
playing students’ intelligence, skills, 
and work habits and is beneficial 
for all students seeking to go into 
the medical field.
   “Most of the students in the 
Advanced Science Cluster have 
desires to become nurses, doctors, 
and other careers in the medical 
field,” Mrs. Crouch said. “One thing 
they don’t realize is that medical 
school requires them to complete 

many research projects and they 
also have to present their findings.
The science fair is a great way 
to expose the students to many 
research topics.”
   Many students advanced to the 
regional science fair, and some 
will revise their projects to earn an 
even higher title. Dedication and 
work were the main factors in this 
success.
   “I was very proud of all my 
students for their hard work and 
effort,” Mrs. Crouch said.

   Some of you may know sopho-
more Crista Hernandez; those of 
you who don’t are missing out. 
   Crista began singing at the age 
of five and everyone knew she had 
talent from the start. She recently 
tried out auditioned, to be on TV 
for America’s Got Talent she had to 
sing in front of a single judge who 
also recorded her performance.
   The song she chose to sing was 
“The House of The Rising Sun,” 
from the oldest known record it 
was first sung by Texas Alexander 
in 1924, and is a difficult song. 
Crista strengthened her talent by 
singing for Weddings and other 

Sophomore auditions for America’s Got Talent
occasions where she was made to 
sing by her Aunt Laura, who con-
vinced her to sing more and more. 
   Crista never had singing lessons, 
and she actually tried out for one of 
the most watched television shows 
on today. She may be an idol to 
few or maybe to many but either 
way she deserves the chance to 
make her dream reality.
   We asked Crista if she thought 
she had a chance to move onto 
the next round?
   “Yeah, but there were a lot of 
good singers and performers their 
to”
   Why did you start singing for 
people?
   “My family and friends wanted to 

hear me.”
   Is there anyone you’d like to 
thank?
   “I’d like to thank my family and 
the friends that I’ve made for 
pushing me to do it.”
   We had a chance to hear Cris-
ta sing and it gave us all chills.  
We all would like to sing with the 
passion that she does with every 
note as if it was her last.
  If she does not make it on 
America’s Got Talent, there is 
hope that she will try out for 
American Idol. Crista will have a 
chance to become an even bet-
ter singer, and it’s great that she 
is pursuing her dream this soon. 
   Watch out for Crista Hernandez, 

if you see her be sure to ask for an 
autograph; it may be worth a lot 
more in the coming years.

Sophomore Crista Hernandez audi-
tioned for America’s Got Talent.  

46 winners bring back trophies, medals



Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
4,

 2
01

2

2

SK
Y

L
IN

E
 T

R
IB

U
N

E
E

di
to

ria
ls

 Photographers
Diana Briones
Alma Galvez
Amber Martin
Naomi Ramirez
Omar Rodriguez
Maria Salmeron

Sponsor: 
   Wade Crowder

Staff Writers               Staff Writers       The Skyline Tribune is 
a student-run publica-
tion produced by the 
journalism department.  
All signed editorials and 
cartoons are the opinion 
of the writer and do 
not necessarily reflect 
the view of other staff 
members, the advisor 
or the administration.  

Skyline Tribune Staff  2011-2012 
Editorial Policy

Maria Arriaga
Maira Alonzo
Ladarius Burch
Lacenia Calloway
Yesenia Calvillo
Aimee Cardenas
Michelle De La Cruz
Carolina Garcia
D’Arika Green
Curtis Holland

Laura Jaquez
Nekyndra Jones
Horacio Lucero
Maryory Morales
Daniel Moreno
Judea Nobles
Jesus Ramirez
Dominique Rider
Maritza Rubio

Co-Editors
Madelein Morales
Rose Kimball

Assistant Editors
Maria Garcia
Wilson Gonzalez
Darrell Lewis
Dwayne Lewis
Patricia Tamayo

Principal:
    Harold Wright

Unsigned editorials are 
the opinion of the staff.  
Signed photographs, 
cartoons and letters are 
welcome and will be 
given consideration for 
publication; however the 
Skyline Tribune reserves 
the right to edit all mate-
rial for libel and space 
requirements.

>>by Naomi Ramirez 2012
   Staff Writer

   Dear Reader,
   This little article is designed to tell you everything you need to know 
about succeeding in school without really trying!
Getting to class on time is for overachievers; try and spend the least 
amount of time in class.
   Homework? You have better things to do, leave that to people who 
actually try!
   Now that you are late and with no homework in hand, it’s time to re-
lax. You’re probably exhausted from all that homework you didn’t do.
   Wake up! You need to copy you’re neighbors work. Supplies? Who 
needs them? Just take some from your neighbor.
   You will soon find that your neighbor comes in handy since he will 
also be the person you get your test answers from.
In the event that you have chosen a neighbor that is not too bright 
and have failed miserably, you might want to take a look at our new 
article “How To Succeed In School By Actually Trying.” 
   Let’s be serious for a moment, most students plan on getting 
straight As throughout the entire year but halfway through they de-
cide that a 70 is good enough.
   Kids want to slide by with the minimum requirements, and younger 
generations are mimicking our ways.
   The lack of effort is terrible news because if everyone just seemed 
to get by with the least amount of effort then no effort would be gen-
erated.
   Kids should be motivated to go to college and get education! They 
shouldn’t groan at the sight of a book.
   “I have high expectations for myself and I would like to reach them, 
so a 70 wouldn’t make the cut,” junior Jennifer Hernandez said.
   Learning should not be a burden but seen as an entertaining and 
wonderful experience. The people who created your favorite gadgets 
didn’t get to where they are by sitting around the house watching TV, 
playing video games or copying someone else’s homework.
   Technology is a blessing and a curse, according to The New York 
Times.  On average American teenagers spend more than seven and 
a half hours on the internet as of 2010.
    Students are not worried about studying when they spend their 
day on the internet; they’re probably just chatting up their friends.
   Behavior needs to change and technology needs to be used in a 
positive way. It’s time to set up great examples for the future genera-
tions. 
   If you are satisfied with achieving mediocrity in school then you 
should be delighted with your career as a McDonald’s fry cook!

     Humans have had a strong 
desire for sweets since the be-
ginning of time. Now globally one 
billion people are over weight 
and three hundred million are 
considered obese but sugar con-
sumption has tripled worldwide 
over the past fifty years, which 
is now contributing to thirty five 
million deaths a year. 
   To the public, sugar can just be 
“empty calories” but empty calo-
ries leads to chronic diseases. 
Many people today blame their 
health problems on fat instead of 
sugar. Experts say that excessive 
sugar daily is as harmful and ad-
dictive as alcohol and tobacco.   
   More people are dying from 
chronic diseases such as heart 
disease, strokes, cancer and dia-
betes than anything else. Exces-
sive sugar can weaken eyesight, 
suppress the immune system, 

The art of skimming by
results in negative gains

Sugar control: who’s to blame?
>>by Maira Alonzo 2013
   Staff Writer

lead to various types of cancer, 
tooth decay and kidney damage. 
Sugar also has a strong malfunc-
tion on the brain as well. 
   Vitamin B manufactures sym-
biotic bacteria that lives in our 
intestines and when sugar is taken 
in daily it dies which eliminates 
vitamin B. It has been proven that 
sugar is actually physically addic-
tive and is much like a drug. 
   For some people just having a 
couple of bites of sweets can result 
in uncontrolled gorging.   
   Having excessive sugar draws 
attention as to how it poses enough 
health risks to be considered as 
harmful as alcohol and tobacco 
and should therefore be controlled 
and regulated by the federal gov-
ernment. 
   The Interventions that reduce al-
cohol and tobacco may also be ap-
plied to the sugar issue. The food 
companies follow up for consumer 
demand, but it is up to the people 
to purchase healthier food choices.
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   The Stop Online Piracy Act 
was introduced on October 26 
by Republican Lamar S. Smith to 
stop copyright infringement on the 
Internet.
   Copyright infringement occurs 
when a copyright work is repro-
duced, distributed, performed, 
publicly displayed and are made 
derivative work without the permis-
sion of the copyright owner.
   Piracy and illegal downloading is 
common with Internet users around 
the world that it could be done with 
a simple search and a click of a 
button.
   Many web sites and software 
have encouraged illegal download-
ing for years now and many have 
been taken to court or put down. 
One web site that’s been a prob-
lem for those against piracy is the 
Pirate Bay.
   Pirate Bay is from Sweden, out-
side of U.S. borders, and it’s one 
of the best-known sites that allow 
people to download files. What the 
SOPA bill does, if passed, is keep 
people from the U.S. from visiting 
the Pirate Bay or any other web 
site that may be accused of online 

SOPA fights copyright infringement
>>by Daniel Moreno 2012 
   Staff Writer

piracy.
   Many people may say there is 
nothing wrong with piracy, but files 
like music and movies are down-
loaded by the thousands, and it’s 
costing the entertainment industry 
a lot of money.
   Under the 1998 Digital Millen-
nium Copyright Act, those who 
infringe copyright material may be 
imprisoned for up to a year and 
may also receive a fine. People 
that download illegally can get up 
to 5 years of jail, receive charges 
up to $150,000 per file and there 
may also be additional charges 
if the copyright holder decides to 
sue.
   Copyright infringement is al-
ready illegal under DMCA, but one 
problem is that sites outside United 
States cannot be put down. 
   Internet providers would be given 
the power to block web sites from 
their clients and using the Internet 
at home would be basically like 
using the Internet at school, limited 
browsing.
   Popular sites like Google, 
Facebook, and YouTube will still 
exist but many challenges would 
be given to these industries if they 
aren’t successful from keeping their 
users from online piracy. These 

sites could be sued 
and brought down 
to the point that 
they will be making 
less money.
   There are many 
people who make 
new work of mu-
sic and video with 
content that’s not 
theirs. With SOPA, 
all that may be put to an end.
   YouTube suggests users get per-
mission from the owner if they are 
planning to use any screenshots 
or footage of material. Posting any 
copyright infringing content can 
lead to the removal of the video 
and users who continue to infringe 
will have their accounts deleted 
and the person is prohibited from 
using YouTube.
   Uploading a video with music in 
the background that has copyright 
protection may also cause a video 
to be removed, as well as upload-
ing a video in which a person is 
singing a karaoke song.
   In the past, DJs have been ac-
cused of illegally using music to 
gain money for themselves, and 
some have done it without gaining 
any money at all but they were still 
sent to court.

   SOPA is strict just to stop online 
piracy and those who oppose the 
bill say it takes away freedom of 
speech for the people.
   Various sites on the Internet 
protested the bill by “blacking out” 
their web sites in which they were 
shut down and encouraged people 
to call their representatives on 
January 18.
   Wikipedia had about eight million 
people looked up their representa-
tives and more than four million 
petitions were signed on Google. 
More than 100,000 web sites pro-
tested the bill to raise awareness. 
   After the protests, some politi-
cians that were for the bill in the 
beginning no longer supported it. 
Since the backlash, sponsors of 
the bill have retreated and chosen 
to reconsider their options.
   

Senior wins debate three years in a row
>>by Darrell Lewis 2012
   Asst. Editor

   Many Texas high school stu-
dents and even teachers may 
feel inclined to ask, what is the 
motivation behind the transition 
from TAKS to the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readi-
ness. This test, drawing closer 
with each day, is critically ac-
claimed by many teachers that it’s 
noticeably more difficult, then it’s 
deceased predecessor TAKS.
   The STAAR test is to start in the 
2011-2012 school year, but the 
mandatory passing of it will begin 
for the class of 2015. Commis-
sioner of Education, Robert Scott 
has confirmed that “ the STAAR 
test will be significantly more 
rigorous then the previous TAKS 
test and will measure a child’s 
performance as well as academic 
growth”.
   Texas may have transitioned to 

>>by LaDarius Burch 2012
   Staff Writer

Transition from TAKS to STAAR 
the STAAR for a variety of rea-
son’s but one that many clearly 
know is the fact that seniors 
were graduating, and entering 
college unprepared. Texas may 
have wanted to crack down on 
this, and raise the standards for 
graduating seniors.
   Or, the sores that students 
were marking on the TAKS state 
wide, may have been to high 
and this phenomena occurred 
consistently each year, causing 
the officials to collaborate on a 
change. Whatever the reason 
may be, the deed has been done 
and the STAAR test is now in 
place.
   Teachers will have to create a 
new curriculum to accommodate 
the difficulty of the test, some 
see this as an opportunity to bet-
ter teach their kids, while others 
see it as just another restriction 
on the creativity teachers pride 
themselves on.
   

   For the third consecutive year, 
senior Lauren Loper won the 
Kwanzaa Fest Great Debate. It 
is an event in which 17 schools 
from around Dallas enter an 
essay based on the given de-
bate topic. The winner is given 
scholarship money towards their 
respective school’s debate team.
   “I enjoy doing it,” Lauren said. 
“It’s rewarding especially when 
you know it’ll all help pay for col-
lege.”
   Qualifying for the debate is 
also as tough as actually compet-
ing in it. The debate teams go 
through a process in which the 
schools are notified and have to 

submit all arguments a month 
before the competition.    Lauren 
has been able to help Skyline’s 
debate team come out on top of 
everyone else. She placed first 
in 2009, winning a total of $3000 
in scholarship money. Over the 
next two years, she was able to 
maintain the title of top debater 
along with fellow classmate 
Stephanie Jiminez, each winning 
$2000, bringing Lauren’s total 
to $8000 in scholarship money 
over the past three years. 
   “It can be very challenging at 
times,” Lauren said. “There are 
a lot of really good people there, 
which can be intimidating, but 
I really work hard to make sure 
that the title stays at Skyline.”

Skyline Tribune Reading Incentive Coupon
Issue 4, Feb., 2012

Student name:___________________________________
Name of Subject: ________________________________
Extra Credit for: _________________________________
Teacher Approval: ________________________________
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The Debate team competed 
last weekend in the first ever-
inner state debate tournament 
in Houston, Texas. Five teams 
competed. Among the teams 
were seniors Lauren Loper and 
Jasmine Thomas. 
   Both the women went two for 
two at the tournament. However, 
even with that impressive record 
neither of them were pleased 
with their results. 
   When Lauren, the debate 
president, was asked how she 
felt about the tournament as a 
whole she said, “There was a 
strong lack of professionalism at 
the tournament. I’m not used to 
being yelled at in the middle of 
my speech.” 
 The debaters were completely 
unprepared to go up against 
their Houston counterparts and 
it wasn’t because they were 
inexperienced. 
   “They were a lot different than 

   Students participated in a round 
table discussion for the selection 
of the best fiction book for young 
adults on January 22 during the 
America Library Association Mid-
winter Conference.
   Each year, books are chosen for 
the Young Adult Library Services 
Association so teens around the 
country could have a list of recom-
mended books to read.
   The books are recommended for 
ages 12 through 18 and they range 
from a variety of genres. Each book 
meets the standards of good quality 
literature and appeals to teens.
   Students from the Library Club 
chose their favorite books and 
got in front of 3 tables of judges 
in which they discussed why their 
book of choice should be on the 
list.
   Junior Jamarcus Hanspard 
described the event as a learning 
experience to be in front of an audi-
ence giving his own opinion.

>>by Daniel Moreno 2012 
   Staff Writer

Students recommend 
books to the nation

   “At first I was nervous to be on 
stage but then I got a little more 
comfortable speaking,” Jamarcus 
said.
   Students who participated had 
to discuss their books with no plot 
summaries, state the specifics of 
what they liked and the discussions 
had to be brief.
   “It was a great experience to see 
many people read, especially with 
everyone being the same age,” 
Jamarcus said. “It’s good to have 
a choice in what young adults can 
read.”

Teachers share their talent
   Teachers shared their talent on 
January 21 in the event of Noche 
de Cuentos.
   The event happened during 
the America Library Association 
Midwinter Conference which was 
sponsored by Dallas Public Library, 
Lorito Books and Reforma Rio 
Trinidad, in which Dr. Rosenida 
Hernandez Badia is the president.
   There were storytellers and 

teachers that presented poetry and 
music to help make it a wonderful 
event.
   “It was an exhilarating event,” Dr. 
Willine Owens said. “It opened my 
eyes tremendously to see a blend 
of cultures and I’ve never experi-
enced storytelling like this before.”
   English teacher Asani Charles 

presented her Native and African 
American poems. Fine Arts teacher 
Dr. Owens presented her poems 
and finished her presentation with 
a song in which the audience sang 
with her.
   “It was pretty nice to see other 
people’s gifts,” said Dr. Owens. “It 
was a memorable event.”

Standing from left: Aubai Hussein, Jamarcus Hanspard, Rosa Cuevas, Dr. 
Badia. Kneeling: Lilliana Lopez, Alice Ramirez.  Photo courtesy of Dr. Badia

   DISD School Board voted for 
an extension to teachers work 
hours by 45 minutes on January 
26. This does not affect students’ 
school hours, just teachers.
   The work schedule means 
that instead of teachers working 
seven hours and 45 minutes they 
will work for eight hours and 30 
minutes. 
   Although the lunch break will 
remain at 30 minutes they will not 
receive extra pay for the extra 45 
minutes they work.
  Many teachers are not too 
happy with this new policy, “I’m 
mad, more work, and no money,” 
Spanish teacher Jehieli Contre-
ras said. 
  Teachers are also protesting 
about the situation. An anony-
mous teacher is asking teach-
ers to call in sick February 29 to 
protest calling this event a “Leap 

>>by Dominique Rider 2012
   Staff Writer

Houston wins?  That’s debatable

>>by Aimee Cardenas 2013
   Staff Writer

School Board votes to extend 
teacher work day by 45 minutesthe Dallas debaters,” Jasmine 

said. “Screaming and yelling 
during a debate isn’t something 
I was expecting, especially not 
from another team.” 
   Even through all the trials and 
tribulations placed before them, 
everyone seemed to have a 
great time. 
   All of the teams stayed in the 
Marriot hotel and were able to 
sit around and relax with their 
fellow debaters, even those from 
other schools. 
   The debate sponsor, Mr. Nor-
wood said this about the team’s 
participation in the tournament. 
   “All of the debaters did an 
excellent job. They were profes-
sional and lost well, I am proud 
to be their coach.” 
   With their latest tournament 
behind them, the debate team 
has plans for the next event 
coming up on Saturday. They 
plan to bring home all the tro-
phies they should’ve gotten at 
the last tournament. 

Day” according to an article pub-
lished by WFAA. 
   “I’m already here for eight 
hours a day,” English teacher 
Lisa Mackay said. 
   She is one of the many that 
stay here over eight hours a day. 
   Angela Davis who is President 
of the NEA Dallas Employee 
association and Alliance AFT 
President Rena Honea have 
both said that teachers work over 
eight hours per day and on nights 
and weekends.
   This extra 45 minutes is sup-
posed to be used for teacher 
planning, professional develop-
ment and/or tutoring as told by 
spokesman Jon Dahlander. 
   Although this situation has 
been misinterpreted and many 
teachers are worried about get-
ting extra classes and students 
are worried about getting out 
later, it has been clarified that this 
new policy is only for teachers 
and staff. 
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   CW Studios founder Charles West 
visited Skyline’s Audio & Visual Technol-
ogy cluster January 26, the same cluster 
he graduated from in 1990. His visit was a 
surprise to both the students and cluster 
teacher Jason Awalt. Mr. West shared his 
personal experiences and gave valuable 
tips.
   “I just wanted to show these guys that 
it’s possible to make it,” Mr. West said. 
“I don’t want these guys to give up just 
because they don’t feel that they have the 
right equipment.”
   Mr. West’s story is a remarkable one. 
As a student at Skyline, he won an award 
for a video project that he and a couple of 
classmates produced.
   He graduated in 1990 and attended 
a community college for a year before 
spending an additional year at Dallas 
Baptist University. He found success by 
chasing his dreams without graduating 
college.
   “I owe it to my professor,” Mr. West said. 
“He told me, ‘There’s no point in paying to 
learn what you already know when all you 
need to do is own.’ I took that advice and 
ran with it.”
   It was at that point that Mr. West went to 
work. He began constructing an internet 
radio site in his very own garage. Even 
with the limited amount of media outlets 

   Business Profession-
als of America is giving 
students a competitive 
edge in the scholarship 
field. This fact alone 
should give students 
an incentive to join the 
program, but if they still 
need convincing, here 
are more facts.
   BPA helps prepare 
students for the profes-
sional world, giving them 
competitive advantages 
from the experience they 
gain in the program. 
   Students can also get 
in the position of acquir-
ing a job with less dif-
ficulty and business skills 
could be especially useful 
with the shape of the 
economy as of late.
   Awards can also be 
won through tournaments 
in BPA, a few of them 
are: Broadcast News 
Prod Team, Entrepre-
neurship, Web Site 
Design Team, Global 

   Paying for college is a stressful 
task for most seniors. Tuition is 
high, and may get even higher in 
the next few years. Most students 
attending public school need some 
sort of aid, especially in the current 
economy.
   The Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) is a form that 
is filled out annually by current and 
prospective college students in the 
United States to determine eligibil-
ity for student financial aid, which 
includes Pell Grants and Federal 
loans.
   The amount of money a student 
receives from the government 
depends on their parent’s annual 
income. The bigger the parent’s 

Financial aid awaits seniors
>>by Rose Kimball 2012
    Co-Editor

financial needs, the more money a 
student earns.
   “I’m going to fill out the FAFSA so 
that my parents won’t have to give 
me so much money for college,” 
senior Valencia Lusk said.
   Grants are funds given by the 
government that do not have to be 

paid back. However, loans must 
be paid back by a certain dead-
line.  For this reason, every senior 
should strive to get as many grants 
as they can and avoid loans as 
much as possible.
   “The amount a student receives 

varies from student to student,” 
Education is Freedom sponsor 
Leslie Monzon said.
   The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion begins accepting applications 
for the FAFSA on January 1st of 
every year. In order for students to 
start the application process, their 

parents must file and receive their 
taxes.
   Nearly every student is eligible 
for some form of financial need. 
However, a student must be a U.S. 
citizen, have a valid social security 
number, and cannot be found guilty 

of the sale of illegal drugs while 
federal aid was being received, to 
name a few.
   Students who are not U.S. citi-
zens can still receive aid from the 
Texas Application for State Finan-
cial Aid, or TASFA.
   To the seniors wanting to go a 
school in a different state, keep in 
mind that tuition for out -of state 
students is usually higher than it is 
for students who attend school in 
that state. The College Board web 
site will give the costs of each col-
lege and university so that students 
may compare for the best choice.
   “The FAFSA is important be-
cause it’s grant money that doesn’t 
get used if it’s unclaimed,” Leslie 
Monzon said. “It’s money that you 
don’t have to pay back.”

>>by LaDarius Burch 2012
   Staff Writer

Business professional gives 
students competitive edge

Marketing Team and 
many more. 
   “Every student should 
have the opportunity of 
obtaining the skills BPA 
offers, it really would 
help them in the future,” 
BPA sponsor Becky 
Barker said.
   BPA has the potential 
to expand student’s ho-
rizons on life; traveling 
out of state is possible, 
and they often take field 
trips out of town to par-
ticipate in competitions. 
   Interacting with 
people from Boston, 
Ohio, or even Austin 
could be an adventure 
that would, even if a 
little, further ones life 
experience.   
   It’s too late for any 
senior to join this pro-
gram, but if any juniors 
are interested talk to 
your counselor and or 
Becky Barker about 
joining Business Pro-
fessionals of America.
   

Studio founder visits audio visual cluster

>>by Darrell Lewis 2012
   Asst. Editor

when compared to today’s media, he 
was still able to find a ton of success.
   “I only had e-mail providers to work 
with so if you didn’t have e-mail at the 
time.  Then you knew nothing of my site,” 
Mr. West said. “I always like to imagine 
what it would be like if I had outlets like 
Facebook and Twitter to work with.”
   After spam mail shut him down, Mr. 
West found his way into the filming 
industry, eventually working his way up 
and founding CW Studios in Atlanta, GA. 
He began working with people such as 
Steve Harvey and Tyler Perry as well 
as music artists such as Soulja Boy. His 
road to success definitely boosted the 
confidence of the cluster students.
   “It really seems tough to make it,” 
cluster senior Jordan Turner said. “It’s 
something we all love doing though so 
I know that no matter what, it’ll all be 
worth it in the end.”
   Before leaving, Mr. West shared his 
contact information with all students, 
hoping that they will keep in touch so 
that he might provide them with advice  
during their years in college.
   “I don’t want these guys to feel alone 
but at the same time I don’t want to steer 
them away from their own decisions,” 
Mr. West said. “If I was able to do it, 
then I know these guys are able to do 
the same. I just want to keep these guys 
motivated.”
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   One club that most of the student 
population has yet to hear about is 
Bible Club. 
   “We meet every Thursday in Mrs. 
Nielson’s classroom,” senior David 
Jikong said. “It’s really fun and eye-
opening.”
   The Bible club was started a few 
years ago by one of Mrs. Nielson’s 
students. They met every Thursday 
in her classroom, even if nobody else 
showed up.
   “We just prayed,” science teacher 
Mrs. Nielson said. “There were many 
times that nobody showed up, but 
that didn’t stop our prayer.”
   As the years passed by, more and 

   With prom day approaching, so many girls are starting to 
worry about what will be their perfect dress. But sometimes 
it’s hard to know where to start. With the huge variety of 
dresses, requirements, and standards from the school, dress 
shopping can become a hassle. 
  There are many suitable dresses available for every body 
type, but it is asked that ladies use good judgment when 
dressing for prom. 

Skyline prom dress code policy:

No Belly buttons showing
No see thru/sheer/lace dresses
No deep plunging neck-lines/excessive cleavage
Dresses and slits must be fingertip length
No jeans or tennis shoes
No canes
No sagging
Backless dresses must sit no lower than the waistline
No revealing slits in the sides of dresses
No lace up dresses

Each body is said to have its own perfect fit with certain types 
of designs that are best suited. The question is, what dress is 
for you? 
   Pear Shaped- A fitted top is recommended with a full or line 
skirt. If you are comfortable with your shape, try something 
more form fitting.
   Slender- Drawing attention to the bust line can achieve an 
allusion of curves. 
  Busty- To draw a little extra attention, wearing a beautiful 
neckline will do the trick, but something with full coverage is 
recommended for some extra support. A dress with a hem will 
draw away the attention.  
   Petite- Floor length gowns and skirts tend to overwhelm 
your frame. Go with an asymmetrical hemline to make you 
appear taller. 
  Hourglass- You don’t need to hide your curves. Almost every 
style will flatter your figure.
  Apple- Dresses with an empire waist will draw attention to 
your middle. Higher waistline means the dress will not fit as 
tight.
   Following each shape guideline and regulations can help 
make prom shopping a better experience, which can save 
you the trouble of getting turned around and not attending 
your last school dance.

  http://www.promfor2012.com/wp-content/
uploads/2011/12/2012-Alyce-Designs-Prom-Gown.jpg

Finding the perfect fit for 
prom: where to start?

Dresses come in all fashions, sizes, 
styles, but following dress code and 
latest fashion may present challenges

>>by Maryory Morales 2012
   Patrica Tamayo 2012

Bible Club meets on Thursdays
>>by Dwayne Lewis 
  & Maria Garcia 2012 more students started gaining inter-

est in the club. Now as you walk 
by, you will see, most times, a full 
classroom.
   “It’s not boring at all, and that’s 
what most kids believe,” senior Mar-
cus Dotson said. “This allows us the 
opportunity to learn and share our 
life experiences.”
   The club meets every Thursday 
at 4:30 p.m. in room G-57. It is a 
student-led organization, and Mrs. 
Nielson is the sponsor.
   “We definitely need more leaders 
outside of these classroom walls,” 
Mrs. Nielson said. “We’d like for 
the whole school to know about our 
club.”

Bridal Contoured

Knee-length Sunset

Traditional Floor Length

Party Purple

http://www.promfor2012.com/wp-content/
uploads/2011/12/2012-Alyce-Designs-
Prom-Gown.jpg
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   Thirty-three years ago, a Skyline 
alumnus Susan Deface Washing-
ton was the head cheerleader, an 
honor roll student and a friend to 
many. It was hard to believe that 
behind the façade she put on at 
school was a girl who was deal-
ing with overwhelming emotional 
turmoil at home.
   Losing her brother to suicide at 
the age of ten and the effects that 
his death caused her family made 
Susan’s life anything but the life we 
all imagine someone like her would 
be living. 
   With her parents getting into al-
coholism and her father leaving her 
to live with her mom alone, Susan 
took it upon herself to care for her 
mom day in and day out. 
   “I loved Skyline. I was popular 
and felt good about myself at 
school because of everything that 
was happening to me at home.” 
Ms. Deface said.

From Pompons to Prison 
>>by Wilson Gonzalez
  Dominique Rider, Naomi Ramirez 

   As she revisited the campus, 
taking pictures of old classrooms, 
describing the changes in the halls, 
and admiring the new cafeteria, 
Susan was nothing but bubbly and 
happy to be back at school. 
   Following her tour of the school, 
Ms. Deface visited English teacher 
Wade Crowder’s Journalism I class 
and gave an impromptu speech to 
the class about her past.   
   The students in Mr. Crowder’s 
class were touched by Ms. De-
face’s story and the hardships she 
faced while in high school as well 
as her life after high school.
   Susan got into an argument with 
her mom days after graduation, 
and the next day she found her 
mom dead from alcohol poisoning. 
After that, the only person there for 
was her older sister Kathey. 
   Unfortunately, Kathey was diag-
nosed with terminal cancer and 
Susan entered a downward spiral.
   Starting with diet pills, Susan 
slowly became addicted to drugs 
and found herself doing meth sev-

eral years later.
   Susan’s life was at an all time 
low. She stopped showing up at 
work as a Special education teach-
er at Garland ISD, and when she 
and her husband were arrested in 
2003, she knew she had to make a 
change.
   After spending a year in rehab 
and getting treated for her addic-
tion, Susan made it her goal to do 
everything in her power to regain 
custody of her kids who were given 
to her husband’s parents.
   Unfortunately, Susan relapsed 
and was sent to county prison 
where she was forced to work at a 
pig farm.
   Once released, she found it dif-
ficult dealing with the hardships of 
trying to get a job with her record.
   She found God through the 
family of her son’s best friend who 
had lost their son. She assumed 
that their family would break apart 
the same way her own family had 
collapsed but upon learning that 
they had God, she began attending 

church and found her life changing 
for the better.
   Now, Susan works for Highland 
Homes as a sales assistant while 
sharing her story with others on the 
consequences drugs have as well 
as how God has helped her. 
   She’s currently writing her story 
of overcoming her hardships and 
runs a blog in which she shares 
words of wisdom and talks about 
how the Lord has impacted her. 
   She can be contacted through 
her blog, which is http://www.pom-
ponstoprison.com.

Susan DeFace, ‘79, toured campus 
with Sandy Wilson, ‘73, in January.  
Photo by N. Ramirez
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   The Activities of Daily Living 
(ADL) unit of Special Education 
at Skyline HS has been here for 6 
years. The ADL class is for devel-
opmentally delayed high school 
students. 
   The unit provides instruction in 
functional life skills, basic aca-
demics, and stressing personal 
independence. Each student has a 
special educational plan uniquely 
compiled for her/his needs. 
  “We put in effort everyday to take 
the students into the general popu-
lation of the campus and we benefit 
from having them here,” special ed. 
teacher Carolyn Dreyer said.”In ad-
dition, they touch the lives of many 
other in special ways.”                    
  One of the other goals for these 
students is to participate in general 
education classes and activities 
to the extent that is appropriate 
for their learning and endurance.  
Many of the ADL students deal with 
chronic health issues.  
    Although most of the students 
cannot physically talk they have 
still been able to interact in different 
ways. Sometimes when they want 
or need something they will try to 

   Skyline’s prestigious Culinary 
Arts Cluster hosted their second 
annual Multi-Cultural Food days 
Dec. 13-15.
   The three-day event was were 
divided between desserts and en-
trées. Seniors cooked the entrees 
and the juniors made desserts. 
   Every individual would have a 
month and a half to research their 
own country and create their own 
original recipe. 
   The event took place in the 
library, and classes that signed up 
for the day got to go and sample a 
little of every student’s food. 

   Showing appreciation for teach-
ers is an annual tradition for the 
Fashion Design students. Every 
school year they have the oppor-
tunity to choose one teacher for 
whom they will design and make 
an item of clothing or a much 
needed accessory for.
   This year was no exception 
from the tradition. At the begin-
ning of the fourth six weeks the 
students chose the teacher that 
they thought deserved on of their 
fantastic designs.
   “I chose my favorite teacher be-
cause I learned a lot in his class,” 
senior Selene Macedo said. “He 
is an outgoing teacher who really 
tries to get the best out of his 
students”.
   Be it a dress or a T-shirt 

Fashion Design cluster shows 
teacher appreciation

>>by Omar Rodriguez 2012
   Staff Writer designed with love, making the 

clothes is the students way of 
showing their teachers that they 
have greatly impacted their lives. 
It takes around six weeks for the 
designs to be brought to life.
   For the teachers, it is a great 
reminder that they have wonder-
ful students that care about them. 
The fashion design students want 
to make sure that teachers feel 
acknowledged.
   They know that teaching is one 
of the most difficult professions. 
Especially with the budget cuts 
that happened last school year 
and continue to happen.
   Yet teachers have put on a 
strong face and kept teaching 
even harder than before. The 
design students have high hopes 
that their designs are received 
with plenty of smiles from their 
favorite teachers. 

Activities of Daily Living 
provides support

>>by Judea Nobles 2012 
   Staff Writer

reach for it, gaze at a certain item 
or may just grab the object.
  “Some days I may be having a 
bad day and the next thing you 
know one of the students will laugh 
and make everything OK,” parapro-
fessional Karen Greer said.
  All the years that the unit has 
been here, everybody has helped 
them with anything that is needed. 
Yet something has occurred that 
has been heartbreaking to the 
class. 
  The class always left a wheel-
chair at the front of the school by 
the stairwell as easy access for 
a student who cannot walk long 
distances. 
   One day they needed the wheel-
chair and it had been stolen. 
  “It is disappointing that a wheel-
chair, a necessity for a disabled 
child who really needs it, ends up 
missing not only from the class-
room but from the entire school,” 
paraprofessional Jaclyne Robert-
son said.
  The only thing that was found was 
a small piece of broken wheel from 
the chair. 
   They are asking anyone and ev-
eryone if they have seen the chair 
to please return it to G-10.

>>by Horacio Lucero
  Maria Arriaga, Alma Galvez
  Michelle De La Cruz 2012

Delicious: Multi-Cultural Food Day

   At the end of the day the students 
who went to sample were given a 
survey where they could critique 
each food item and choose the 
best recipe. 
   The winner of the dessert con-
test was junior Roxana Carreon 
who made a chocolate torte from 
Hungary. 
   “The contest was stressful yet 
fun. It was great,” she said.
    Senior April Garcia was the win-
ner of the entrée with her Italian 
meatballs and homemade sauce. 
   “I had a great experience even 
though I was limited to one hour 
to prepare my dish. The overall 
product came out better then I had 
anticipated.”

Unit provides instruction in functional life skills

Students sample food items, provide feedback

   On Valentines Day, Senate de-
livered their annual Valo-grams 
to sweethearts all around the 
school.
   “This year the sells were really 
good. There were more sells 
toward Valentine,” Trang Huynh 
said.
   Over 300 Valo-grams were 
sold this year.

Richard Espinoza buys a Valo-Gram from senate members Devon 
Love, Trang Hugnh, Julion Jones, and Nancy Brena. Photo by A. Martin 

   “It was really cool buying Valo-
grams for that special someone.” 
Richard Espinosa said.
   Valo-grams have been sold for 
over ten years now, and nobody 
really knows how it started but it 
raises a lot of money for senate 
every year.
   “Valo-grams are an inexpen-
sive way to show how much you 
care,” Susan Shinn said.  

Senate sells Valo-grams for love & money
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   A long time ago in a galaxy 
far, far away . . . well acclaimed 
writer and director George Lu-
cas created a saga that would 
withstand the test of time. This 
classic story was reborn in 3D 
on February 10, 2012.
   Star Wars Episode I: The 
Phantom Menace was shown in 
theaters worldwide once again. 
In select states, the 3D glasses 
that were given out during the 
weekend premiere resembled 
those worn during the pod rac-
ing scene in the movie. Collect-
ible, red Darth Maul glasses 
were also given out to most 
moviegoers, making the event 
that much more special.
   The film has earned $924.3 mil-
lion at the worldwide box office as 
of November 2011, having made 
$64.8 million in the US alone on 
opening weekend in 1999.
   The movie’s return is causing 
excitement for Star Wars fans 
everywhere.
   “I’m so glad it’s coming back. I’m 
excited for the pod racing,” sopho-
more Billy Botello said.
   Nevertheless, other Star Wars 
fans are not as enthusiastic about 
its release.
   “I feel like it doesn’t need to be 
remade in 3D just because every 
other movie is coming out in 3D. It 

   Apps on the Apple iProducts 
have been useful for users. The 
number one game app on the 
iPhone was Angry Birds but all of 
that might change with this new up 
and coming high scoring arcade 
game called Temple Run. This is a 
game, not like Angry Birds, but just 
as fun. The object of the game is 
not to win a level or defeat the boss 
battle, but to collect the most coins 
and earn the highest score.
   There are demon monkeys chas-
ing after the user to keep them 
moving and there are also ob-
stacles in your way that you must 
dodge. The player who gets the 
highest score holds the crown in 

Temple Run and SimSimi take over apps
>>by Curtis Holland
  & Dominique Rider 2012   

Temple Run. Groups of friends are 
challenging each other more and 
more to try to beat the high score. 
   “Ever since I downloaded the 
game Temple Run I couldn’t stop 
playing it,” senior Ross Harrison 
said. “I was excited when I finally 
got into the million point club, it was 
a good achievement of mine.”
   Even though games are fun to 
play, another thing that seems to 
be poppin’ is the app called Sim-
Simi. This app appears itself like 
a social networking system when 
really it is a computer texting back 
to you. People love the responses 
that it gives and the results are very 
gratifying. To many it may seem 
pointless to them, just as they view 
Twitter or Facebook, but the ones 
who use these networks everyday 

find SimSimi just as fun. 
   “I use SimSimi when I’m look-
ing for a laugh or a quick smile,” 
said Nia Kimble. “Sometimes, 
when I’m bored, I get on Sim-
Simi to play with the app saying 
different things like quotes and 
sayings just to see what the 
response is.”
   The apps have progressed 
over time. Temple Run first 
debuted on August 4, 2011 and 
SimSimi first debuted in Korea 
in 2002. It has recently gained 
fame in the United States first 
coming out in August 2, 2010.
   With the numerous ways tech-
nology is currently advancing, 
there will soon be many games 
and other apps in the near future 
that will take over the reigning apps 

now. Let the games begin!

Star Wars: 
Episode I 3D
>>by Diana Briones
   & Amber Martin

was great as it was,” junior Joan 
Garcia said.
   Many of these fans were hop-
ing the re-release would not bring 
about changes in the original film, 
but as of right now, the produc-
ers have not announced that any 
changes will be made to any of 
the Star Wars movies.
   Whether caught up in the 
excitement or not, Star Wars is 
already a huge enterprise and its 
premiere was expected to have 
record sales. 
   These high expectations have 
already influenced the producers 
to re-release all of the Star Wars 
movies ending with Episode VI in 
2018.

   The Hunger Games by Su-
zanne Collins is a world-wide 
phenomenon that has taken the 
literature world by storm. She has 
managed to do what J.K. Rowling 
did with the Harry Potter series 
get a whole new generation of 
teenagers reading 
books again.
 The Hunger Games 
is a fast paced 
science fiction 
novel that touches 
on coming of age 
issues. The grip-
ping story is set in a 
future North America 
that has been re-
named the country 
of Panem. 
   Panem is ruled by the Capitol, 
a vain society where looks and 
luxuries are all that matter.
   Seventy-four years ago the 
thirteen districts of Panem 
rebelled against the luxurious 
Capitol that reigns over them. 
The rebellion ended with District 
13 being bombed and completely 
destroyed with no survivors.
   Now every year the Capitol 
makes two tributes from each dis-
trict. A boy and a girl between the 
ages of 12-18 fight to the death in 
an arena designed by the Capi-
tol’s malicious Gamemakers, all 
while televising the brutal events 
across Panem, making sure it’s 

>>by Omar Rodriguez 2012
   Staff Writer

Let the Hunger Games begin
citizens never forget that the 
Capitol has complete control over 
their lives.
   This year the tribute, whose 
odds are not in her favor, is Kat-
niss Everdeen, a 16 year old who 
volunteers as tribute, taking her 
little sister’s place in the reap-
ing (the event where the tributes’  

names are randomly 
chosen). Accompany-
ing her as fellow District 
12 tribute is Peeta 
Mellark, a boy Katniss 
hasn’t had much time to 
notice.
   Together with their 
stylists and mentors, 
Peeta and Katniss em-
bark on a journey they 
may never return from. 
   The Hunger Games is 

not a love story nor is it the new 
twilight.
   The novel, which is the first in a 
series of three, is about survival, 
and protecting those that you 
love. It demonstrates that the 
government has a drastic effect 
on the lives of its citizens.
   Collins has managed to give a 
heart pounding depiction of what 
it is like to live in a futuristic world 
where the government is too 
controlling and its citizens must 
struggle to survive. Lionsgate, 
a film company, has picked up 
the book series and The Hunger 
Games film is set to be released 
on March 23.
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>>by D'Arika Green 2012 
   Staff Writer

   Gospel industry front-runner 
James Fortune and FIYA released 
their sixth album on Jan. 18, en-
titled Identity. 
   The 18-track album was pro-
moted well in advance of the 
release through social media sites 
including Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube. 
   The words I would use to de-
scribe this project are timeless, 
creative, and one-of-a-kind. Every 
single song on the album provides 
a unique and different listening 
experience for people in all walks 
of life. 
   The radio single “Still Able” is a 
slow melody with a pack of power 
toward the end. 
    Identity also includes the fast-
paced track “Never Again,” in which 

   This month on Beatles watch, 
Paul McCartney, the widely suc-
cessful former bass player of The 
Beatles and Wings, released a new 
album, received his overdue star 
on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame, and 
was honored as MusiCares person 
of the year. 
   The new album is titled “Kisses 
On The Bottom” and was released 
on February 6. Kisses marks Mc-
Cartney’s 15th solo album released 
– his first in almost five years – and 
consists of 12 cover versions of 
songs he grew up listening to in his 
hometown of Liverpool, England. 
The album also includes two origi-
nal McCartney compositions, “My 
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>>by Diana Briones 2012
    Staff Writer

Paul McCartney releases new album, 
receives star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame

Valentine,” featuring Eric Clapton 
and “Only Our Hearts,” featuring 
Stevie Wonder’s harmonica.  
   His new album pays tribute to 
classics that were long forgotten 
after Beatlemania transformed the 
music world. 
   McCartney claims Kisses is 
the kind of album that he always 
wanted to make with The Beatles, 
but never had the opportunity due 
to other overwhelming projects (i.e. 
Sgt. Pepper and the White Album).
   The 69-year-old McCartney was 
also finally awarded with his very 
own star on Hollywood’s Walk of 
Fame. Believe it or not, he was the 
only Beatle without a star. 
   His former band mates, John 
Lennon, George Harrison, and 
Ringo Starr all have stars on the 

famous Walk of Fame. There is 
also a star honoring The Beatles 
as a group.  
   McCartney was nominated for 
a star in 1993 but it was never 
finalized mostly due to schedul-
ing difficulties.  
   Finally, after nearly 20 years of 
his nomination, he received the 
star at a ceremony held outside 
of Capitol Records on Feb. 9. 
   Not only did McCartney per-
form at the Grammys, he was 
also honored as MusiCares 
person of the year with a tribute 
show to him featuring stars such 
as Foo Fighters, Coldplay, Neil 
Young, Katy Perry, Alicia Keys, and 
Norah Jones on February 10, fol-
lowing the Walk of Fame ceremony 
the day before. 

   February has been a busy month 
for Sir Paul McCartney, but it was 
filled with well-deserved honors.

Paul McCartney

Identity hits Billboard’s #1
Fortune makes his singing debut 
and features well-known gospel 
drummer Calvin Rodgers, who 
played for gospel great John P. 
Kee. 
   The album titled track “Identity” 
is a beautiful song that I feel many 
listeners can identify with. 
   “It Could Be Worse” is definitely 
the type of song that makes you 
want to get up and dance, or pull 
over, if you are driving. It features 
Houston’s Zacardi Cortez, who has 
been on several other of Fortune’s 
projects, and Sunday’s Best win-
ner, Le’Andria Johnson. These two 
together, and- well, you have one 
amazing song!
   The album is the first ever to be 
ranked #1 in sales according to 
Billoard.com music charts. A great 
achievement that is long overdue.
   No matter if you listen to gospel 

or not, this album is definitely one 
you would want to purchase. There 
is a surprise on every track, and 
other well-known singers that I will 
not disclose; you will just have to 

see for yourself!
   The album can be purchased at 
major retailers such as Wal-Mart 
and Best Buy for $10, and on Ama-
zon MP3 for $6.99

   Are you interested to know what 
new TV shows are coming out this 
2012 year?
   A brand new “Lie To Me” pre-
miered January 9, “Brothers’ and 
Sisters” premiered January 23, 
“American Idol” debut January 19, 
and many others like “The Office”, 
“The Simpsons”, “Nikita”, “The 
Vampire Diaries”, and “The Big 

2012 new and improved TV shows debut for new season
>>by Carolina Herrera 2012
   Staff Writer Bang Theory”.

   Out of the many new TV 2012 
debuts also came with a brand new 
“Jersey Shore” season 5. Many 
critics say that ratings are sky hop-
ping with the “Jersey Shore” cast 
shooting at Seaside Heights. From 
what many are saying this years’ 
season will be phenomenal and 
dramatic. Snooki has gotten back 
with Jionni, and “The Situation” is 
ready to pin the tail on the donkey.

   We all know that everyone has a 
little bad in them. Although, could 
you get thrown off a bed, get your 
hair pulled, wake up to excruciat-
ing squeals. Fortunately, you don’t 
have to, at least for the most part. 
The season 8 of “Bad Girls Club” is 
as crazy as ever, with the shooting 
of it to be made in “Sin City”, Las 
Vegas.
   As expected drama, drama, and 
a lot of bad. Amy Ceislowsky (The 

Hot Mess) seems to be the crazy 
blonde with a pool of personalities.
   So everyone be sure to stick to 
your channels and see what’s up 
with the stars. Also, Kloe Kardashi-
ans’ camera crew will be every-
where in Downtown Dallas, so stick 
there, you might be on TV.
  Many more shows have aired 
already and a crazy new season 
may be just what we need to stay 
sane this year.
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   Staff Writer

     The swim team has won 
five matches including five 
losses.
     Outstanding swimmers for 
2011-2012 school year are An-
dres Riopedre was 6-1 in the 
100-yard and 4 wins and won 
second place in 100 freestyle. 
Dajania Houston had several 
2nd places in the 100 Breast-
stroke. 
     Lynda Herrera had 5 
wins in the 50 Free and 2 in 
the Butterfly. Also Incoming 
swimmers such as Rodrick 
Flournoy, Nathaniel Goodson, 
Jazmin Flores, Abigail Rodri-
guez, and Ariel Hernandez. 
     “I’m happy to see that the 
team have made improve-
ments and worked even 
harder than last year,” senior 
Lynda Herrera said.
     Times overall and relays 
have experienced the most 
improvement. 
   The most important feature 
is that the team has been 
faster in all relays. 

>>by Patricia Tamayo 2012
    Asst. Editor

   Directed by Mans Marlind and 
Bjorn Stein, this action packed 
movie kept its audience breath-
less and in suspense.  
   When humans discover the 
existence of Vampires and Lycans 
(werewolves) Selene played by 
Kate Beckinsale, is forced to fight 
against humankind in order to find 
her lover Micheal Corvin (Scott 
Speedman) who is a Lycan/vam-
pire hybrid, their daughter Eve 
(India Eisley) and stop humans 
from conducting an all-out war to 
eradicate both immortal species 
with the help of Detective Sebas-
tian (Michael Ealy). 
   Once again, Beckinsale brings 
an impressive physicality and 
subzero cool to her portrayal of 
Selene. Dark, gleaming violence, I 
found it very attention catching.  
   The movie is part of a sequel that 
compliments Parts one and three. 
    The movie ends in suspense, 

   Beauty and the Beast takes a 
big screen re-release in theaters 
again since its 20 years initial 
release but with a twist now.
    Taking in nearly $100 million 
on opening week it is obvious that 
the remake in 3D was a total suc-
cess. This movie has proven to 
be an all-time favorite for people 
of all ages! 
   Belle a misunderstood girl gives 
up her whole life to save her fa-
ther Maurice and is forced to live 
in the castle with the beast forever.
   The beast who is actually a 
prince that was cursed because 
he could not love now has to learn 
to love and to be loved in return 
before his 21st birthday when the 
magical rose will shed its last petal 

   Dull and full of cheap scares 
is one way that The Devil Inside 
can be described. 
   With Fernanda Andrade play-
ing Isabella Rossi, who is a 
woman that becomes involved 
with unauthorized exorcisms. 
   While trying to discover why 
her mother Maria Rossi, played 
by Suzan Crowley, killed three 
people while under her own exor-
cism. 
   Director William Brent Bell 
did a horrible job with the whole 
movie.             
   The horror flick left thoughts 
running through my mind and 
questioning to myself could a 
movie get any worse. 
   He has proven that he cannot 
compete with the scares of clas-
sic horror movies. 
   Most scenes were predictable 
that the one hour and twenty-
three minutes of the movie was 
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Beauty and
the Beast 3D

or he is doomed to stay a beast 
forever.
  The movie was a thrilling experi-
ence that took me back to my child-
hood days and with the 3D scenes 
that pop out to enhance the drama 
and beauty.

>>by Judea Nobles 2012
   Staff Writer

Swim team makes splash

The Devil 
Inside

>>by Maryory Morales 2012
   Staff Writer

not so enjoyable. Followed by 
a ridiculous ending that left the 
audience questioning if William 
was really planning on making a 
part two. 
   Taking $35 million on opening 
weekend shows that people are 
still up for a scare. Too bad that 
isn’t something the movie left the 
audience with.
    I am sad to inform you that 
the movie did not deliver on its 
promise.  

Underworld Awakening

leaving the audience only to guess 
What happened to Micheal Corvin, 
who was not shown in the movie, 
but was mentioned numerous 
times. Also implying there will be 
yet another sequel to follow up. 

   The males won five times in 
the 200 IM Relays and the girls 
finished 1st, three times in the 
200 IM Relays.
    “The team is more focused 
with better and new attitudes,” 
coach Boggs said.
    Last year the team com-
peted in district and region-
als. At regional’s they did not 
have enough male swimmers 
to compete because of lack of 
eligibility. Fortunately the girls 
were able to compete in region-
als but got disqualified due to a 
false start.  
   “It was disheartening to see 
the team work hard for a goal 
then fail,” coach Boggs said.
    Instead of focusing on the 
negative effects that happened 
last year, now they are trying 
to improve by practicing on “A” 
days during 4th period and on 
“B” days after school.
   Also the team has outstanding 
senior leadership. 
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   The first day of February was 
a very special day for some of 
the football athletes at Skyline. 
It was National Signing Day, and 
it proved to be both exciting and 
tear jerking.
   A total of 14 senior football 
players signed over their commit-
ment to the college of their choice 
that they received an offer from. 
Schools varied from Grambling 
State, Tarleton, Sam Houston 
State, University of Texas, Texas 
A&M University and others. The 
media was there to cover it as 
students, friends, teachers and 
family members looked on.
   “This is a bitter-sweet moment 
right now,” said head coach and 
athletic director Reginald Sam-
ples. “We are so proud of these 
boys and everything they have 
accomplished.”
   The signing day ceremony 
started off with a prayer, and the 
players introduced themselves 
and stated the college that they 
will be attending, except for one 
person. All-American WR Thomas 
Johnson, originally committed to 
the University of Texas, and had 
not chosen his school of choice. 
As he made his way to his seat at 
the end of the table, he pulled out 
two hats that represented TCU 
and Oregon University. Minutes 

  This year, the Raiders went fur-
ther than any other team in previ-
ous years. Making it to the fifth 
round of the playoffs, the class of 
2012 football has set a new record. 
There are many great student 
athletes at the school, and now 
the football team has taken their 
talents to the next level beginning 
on National Signing Day on Feb. 1.
   Outside linebacker Peter Jen-
kins committed to the University of 
Texas. A special person in Peter’s 
life, aside from his own family, is 
English IV and Yearbook teacher 
Glenda Clark. She is Peter’s favor-
ite teacher.
   “Mrs. Clark is a wonderful teach-
er. She is caring, loving and kind,” 
Peter said. “She is like another 
mother to me. She takes care of 
me and gives me advice when I 
need it”.
   In past years, Mrs. Clark has had 
many student athletes go on to the 
next level such as: Corey Nelson, 
Mike Davis and Joe Powell, but 
when it comes to Peter, he is a 
special kind of student to her.
   “Peter is like a son to me, and a 
very intelligent young man,” Mrs. 
Clark said. “I think that he will be 
really successful in college.” 
   Charismatic, charming, unique 
and modest are a few adjec-
tives Mrs. Clark used to describe  
Peter’s personality. His distinctive 

From left: UT Head Coach Mack Brown, English and yearbook 
teacher Glenda Clark and senior Peter Jenkins show their support for 
the Longhorns.  Photo by M. Salmeron.

>>by Curtis Holland 2012
   Staff Writer

qualities make him socially ap-
pealing and a favorite among his 
class.
   After earning 90 tackles, four 
rushing touchdowns, five sacks, 
and three fumble recoveries in 
the regular season, the All-
American linebacker gained the 
right to play in the All-American 
bowl game, which happens 
every year. 
   This is a game for only the 
best players in the nation. Even 
though this was a memorable 
moment for Peter, he gave his 
All-American gloves that he 
wore in the game to his favorite 
teacher and mentor.
   “I was very moved when he 
gave his gloves to me.  It really 
touched my heart because it 
showed that he cared enough to 
bring me back a souvenir,” Mrs. 
Clark said.
   Mrs. Clark even got the 
chance to meet University of 
Texas head coach Mack Brown. 
Coach Brown came down here 
to visit Peter, and he introduced 
him to his favorite teacher. 
Coach Brown even signed an 
autographed note card for Mrs. 
Clark as a gift of appreciation for 
the impact she has made on the 
young, talented athlete. 
   “Coach Mack Brown was very 
kind and welcoming. He said 
that he was delighted to see that 
Peter has a good influence in 
the classroom,” Mrs. Clark said.

Teacher supports student athletes 
beyond the classroom

>>by Dwayne Lewis 2012
   Assistant Editor

National Signing Day 2012
later he pulled out another hat that 
represented the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. As he made his 
way to the podium to announce his 
college choice, he surprised many 
by pulling out a hat that represent-
ed Texas A&M University.
   “I don’t do a lot of thinking, 
because over thinking – you make 
the wrong decision,” he said.   Also 
making headlines with his signed 
letter of intent was All-American 
LB Peter Jinkens. Like Thomas, 
he committed to the University of 
Texas before his senior season 
even started. 
      Making headlines weeks after 
the signing ceremony was two-time 
All-State LB Domenic Spencer. It 
looked like he would join fellow LB 
Nigel Robertson at Sam Houston 
State, but after a trip to the state of 
Florida, he signed with the Univer-
sity of Central Florida.
      The student-athletes signing 
were: Thomas Johnson – Texas 
A&M University, Peter Jinkens – 
University of Texas, David Greene 
– UNLV, Nigel Robertson – Sam 
Houston State University, Domenic 
Spencer – UCF, Ward – Tarleton 
University, Marlon Brown, Marcus 
Darden and Travondre Rabon – 
Grambling State University, Samuel 
Seward – Langston University, Tron 
Richardson, Shelton Sessions, 
Demetries Mills and Bailey – Cisco 
Junior College.

Boys soccer season kicks off
>>by Julian Vigil 2012
   Staff Writer

The varsity soccer team is prepar-
ing for the start of their 2011-2012 
regular season. The team has 
been facing some challenging 
competition during preseason in 
hopes of finalizing its roster for 
the start of district play.
   Team chemistry will play a 
huge factor on this year’s team 
with only seven returning varsity 
seniors from last year and three 
incoming freshmen.
   “Losing players from last year 
definitely hurt us a little more than 
I had planned, but I will make it 
work,” varsity boys soccer coach 
Danny Barentine said.
   The season was not as big as 
a success as the Raiders first 
envisioned giving away too many 
easy goals and not capitalizing on 
the opportunities in front of goal. 
   “We came out to a slower start 

than we anticipated and were try-
ing to make this team gel,” coach 
Barentine said.
   Although the team was not able 
to pull out the victories, the mar-
ginal defeats will serve as a learn-
ing experience as the team moves 
further into the season. 
   “Right now we’re not at our best,” 
senior mid fielder Jose Guerra 
said. “We can only continue to get 
better at practice and keep moving 
forward.” 
   There are plenty of games left for 
the team to adapt to one another, 
but it is clear that changes are go-
ing to have to be made.
   “I will be doing whatever it takes 
to make this team grow comfort-
able with one another. It is still 
early. As long as we have players 
who want to play and are willing to 
put in the work, we will accomplish 
the goals we set out for ourselves,” 
coach Barentine said.
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